
Oakhill students did us proud with 4 top 
podium placements : Jason Campbell 1st 
Youth Male, Josh Nel 3rd Youth Male, 
Michaela Beers 1st Youth Female and Amy 
Williams 2nd Youth Female, Coach Riaan 
van Straten 10

th
 Senior Male. 

 
A 14km trail run through the forest, part of 
the Naturally Knysna Festival, where our 
students persevered through rain, cold and 
lots of mud! 
 
This was fantastic training for the 
Adventure Racing Nationals in Natal. 
 
A wonderful time was had by all, including 
all the brave supporters who waited in the 
pouring rain for their runners to come in.   
A big thank you to our families for their 
support. 
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Happy Little Oaks Paige and Gray Morze, Maisie Mathewson and Angelique Myers enjoying summer and 
the warm outdoors.  

 

 
Amy Williams, Josh Nel, Jason Campbell and 

Michaela Beers 

 

 

 Naturally Proud           - Stacey Campbell  

 SNAP! 

Please visit Oakhill School on Facebook or www.oakhillschool.co.za to 

view our photo galleries 

For every one of us that 
succeeds, it's because 

there's somebody there to 
show you the way out. 

The light doesn't always 
necessarily have to be in 

your family; for me it was 
teachers and school. 

 
- Oprah Winfrey 
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Monday was an exciting day in the history of 
the school. Shane met with Mr Wei from the 
Chinese Embassy to formally sign a 
document entering us into a partnership 
with Haban for a Mandarin teacher, with the 
government of China.  We are hoping our 
new teacher will join us at the beginning of 
2012.  
 

 
Dawie Botha, Mr Wei, Shane Kidwell and  

Mrs Wei 
 

Oakhill School has for some time now been 
living its vision to prepare young men and 
women for life and the real world beyond 
school.  Oakhill has also always been an 
innovative and forward-looking school and 
we are pleased to announce a partnership 
between Oakhill and the Chinese Embassy 
which will enable us to teach a course in 
Mandarin and Chinese History and Culture. 
 
China is the world's fastest growing 

economy and could be the world's largest 
economy by 2040.  This partnership will 
inevitably allow the young men and women 
of Oakhill to experience the richness of the 
5,000 year old Chinese culture and history 
both in the classroom and also on tours to 
China. 
 

Shane Kidwell and Mr Wei 
 

Oakhill will also be building a partnership 
with a school in China which will enable us 
to experience first-hand this wonderfully 
diverse and culturally rich country.  Oakhill 
is only one of five schools who have been 
awarded this partnership with the education 
department in China and we are proud to 
have been selected.  

I have no doubt that the young men and 
women of Knysna will benefit from this 
exchange.   

激动人心的时刻 (Exciting times!) 

 SNAP! 
 

 

A successful and busy Matric Art Exhibition held in Knysna with extraordinary works on display. 

 Chinese Embassy visits Oakhill               - Lizanne Hafner 

Education is the most powerful 
weapon which you can use to change 

the world. 
 

- Nelson Mandela  
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  College Tennis Tour                           - Debra Hyde 

 

 
Little Oaks host their Ugly Bug Ball with many proud parents looking on. 

The Oakhill College tennis players went on a 
tour to Cape Town from the 13

th
 to the 16

th
 

October. The team consisted of 6 girls and 6 
boys and were accompanied by Mrs Le Fleur 
and Mrs Hyde. 
 
The team stayed at Mountain Manor 
Backpackers in the Gardens and had a 
practice on Friday morning before visiting 
Canal Walk and the Waterfront. Both matches 
played against Bergvliet High School on 
Saturday morning and against Westerford 
High School in the afternoon were won by 
Oakhill.   On Sunday morning Oakhill lost to 
Somerset College and were hosted to lunch 
before returning to Knysna. 
 
The Player of the Tour was awarded to Joshua 
Pama, who playing at no 1 position, won 7 of 
his 8 matches, followed closely by Ivan van 
der Sijde, who won 6 of his 8 matches.  A 
Singles, Doubles and Mixed Doubles match 
was played by each player against Westerford 
High and Somerset College. 
 
Results of the matches are as follows: Oakhill 
beat Bergvliet High 12/2; beat Westerford 
High 16/8 and lost to Somerset College 2/22; 
the score was not a true reflection of the 
result, with Somerset College having to work 
hard for their victory.  
 

 SNAP! 

A great tour was enjoyed by all, and the 
College tennis players did Oakhill proud, 
both on and off the court. 

 

 
Monicca Masetloa, Dayna Katz and Sarah Henderson 

taking some time off at Somerset College 

 
Brian Habana meets our elated students 

 
The touring team 

 

Three phrases that sum up 

Christmas are:  Peace on 

earth; Goodwill to men; and 

Batteries not included.   

 

- Author Unknown 



The spring fling was on the 14
th

 
October 2011 at Oakhill’s hall. There were 160 
students who attended from many different 
schools. It is very nice to have an event where 
we can mix with children from other schools. 
Everybody was dressed to impress. They looked 
beautiful. 
 

 
 

People were on the dance floor, buying food 
and glow sticks and were having fun. There 
were a lot of prizes for example Best Dressed, 
Best Couple, Spring Fling King and Queen etc. 
  

 
Holly Andrews and Callum Tait, Queen and King at the 

Spring Fling 

 

The Spring Fling King was Callum Tait and 
Spring Fling Queen was Holly Andrews. The 
Grade 10’s did a great job choosing the 
winners, decorating the hall, organizing the 
Spring Fling and for being great hosts. 
 

 
Some of the Grade 10 organiser’s Ashleigh Weavers, 

Jonathan van der Merwe, Jenna-May Kaschula, Lulu Read, 
Jake Owen and Adam Oosthuizen 
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  Spring Fling             - Sadhana Moodley 
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 Grade 5 Camp               - Logan Tait 

My Grade 5 Camp was 
simply the most spectacular experience 
of my life! We did everything from 
camel rides to boat trips. On this camp 
we went to Hartenbos, Mossel Bay and 
Oudtshoorn.  
 
Our accommodation and food was 
always extremely nice, thankfully we 
had warm and sunny weather the whole 
time. We spent three days away from 
home and all had an excellent time.  
 
A few of our highlights were the Cango 
Caves, the Wilgewandel experience and 
the Water Wurm! We also loved the 
Cango Wildlife Ranch, the famous junk 
store and frightening Allegra with a 

small frog. All in all everyone absolutely, 
positively LOVED this camp! 
 
Thank you, to all the teachers who 
organized and accompanied us! 
 

 

 

  
    Prep Market Day                  - Tamara Foyn 

At 9 o’clock sharp on Friday the 4th 
November 2011, Grades 4-7 started 
setting up for Market Day. Each grade 
was assigned a different theme. Grade 4 
had to sell anything to do with 
Christmas, Grade 5 had to sell tasty 
treats, Grade 6 had to make games for 
customers to play, and finally, Grade 7 
sold various accessories.  
 
Market Day officially started at 9:30am. 
The vibe was on as all the teachers 
walked around, marking each group 
individually, and with all the children 
running to their bags to get their money 
to spend. The most popular theme was 
the grade 6 idea, the games.  
 
For most groups, Market Day was a 
success, but for some, well, let’s just say 
it could have been better. The Grade 4 
class donated all their profits, which 
added up to a total of R950.75, to 
Knysna Animal Welfare Society. They 

were most grateful to accept Oakhill’s 
kind offer. Well done Oakhill! 
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 Diver’s Delight                           - Andrew Vedder 

My dad and I participated 
in the 7th annual Diver’s Night on 
Thursday, 3rd November 2011.  We 
entered the water at 20h11 from the 
Beacon Island Hotel and did our dive over 
"Red Bait Reef".  
  
It is a shallow dive, but very interesting.  
We were underwater for almost 40 
minutes.  Most juvenile creatures awaken 
at night and we saw young octopi and a 
variety of fish.  The bioluminescence is 
incredible at the moment and by just 
slightly moving our fins the water 
sparkled with blue light! 
  
The purpose of Diver’s Night is to 
promote the sport of scuba diving and to 
have the opportunity to show the world 
what a great hobby/sport it is to discover 

 

 

 
The Grade 7’s bid a fond farewell to Primary School days with a fantastic celebration together with family and teachers. 

the underwater world.  
 
The idea originated in Norway in 2005 
and has been held annually since then.  
This year they were hoping to set a 
world record and to get 3000 divers in 
the water simultaneously. 
 

  

 SNAP! 



  

A poignant moment – picture taken at 11:11am on 

11/11/2011 whilst reflecting on Remembrance Day 

walkers arrived, there was a volley 
ball net, cricket pitch and a bunch of 
balls all ready and waiting for us.  It 
was fairly impromptu and relaxed, 
students and teachers were free to 
swim,  play games,  talk or just tan,  
that is the nature of the beach day 
and it was really great knowing that 
it was only Oakhill folk that were 
filling up the beach;  the Oakhill 
attendance only added to the 
“together” and fun vibe that existed. 
Everyone had a great time!  
  
At 11h11 we all gathered to the 
sound of Sean Brodie and Ciara 
Mayne on the bagpipes, calling us to 
attention to give thanks and 
remember those who have died for 
the cause of freedom. 
 
The only planned activity was an 
egg-passing competition, narrowly 
lost by myself and James Wallington 
to experts, Mr Kidwell and Mr 
Raynor! 
 
The Plett bus arrived on schedule 
and marked the end of a successful 
beach day.  It will be back by popular 
demand; the SRC beach day is here 
to stay and rest assured, we have 
already started planning the next 
one. 

The SRC Beach Day 
was initiated as a tradition in the 
College many years ago. It is a 
tradition that has skipped a couple 
of years and it was felt that it should 
definitely be reinstated and so it was 
imperative that it was a success and 
to everybody’s delight, it was just 
that. 
 
College students were asked to 
arrange their own transport to 
Brenton, where we waited a while 
for everyone to arrive. Luke and I 
distributed plastic bags for a litter 
clean up as we proceeded to walk to 
Buffalo Bay. It was good to see such 
happy activity along the way, Oakhill 
kids running up sand dunes and 
tumbling down them, passing balls, 
walking while playing guitar and just 
having a good time along the way. 
  
A group of SRC members had been 
stationed at Buffalo Bay, to set up 
activities and when the beach 

 
SRC Beach Day – a time to play – a time to relax – a time to remember. 

 College Beach Walk      - Adam Oosthuizen 
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 The only thing wrong with the Oakhill 
2011 Matric Art Exhibition was that it was 
up for only three days. 
 

 
The nine art students produced a vast 
number of paintings, drawings, sculptures, 
collages, videos and installations - the 
latter included an upside-down desk 
suspended from the ceiling. 
  
Exploring the concept of a stranger in the 
village, the work gave insight into the 
views and emotions of teenagers on the 
cusp of post-school freedom. The artists 
examined themes of isolation and 
belonging, vulnerability, frustration - and 
fear of marriage, birds and maths. 

 

Mitchell Sohn was awarded the Pierre 
Dingley award for the highest art practical 
mark, and Jessica Kilian received the Trent 
Read trophy for passion and commitment to 
art. 
 

 
 
Opening the exhibition, Knysna gallery owner 
and art dealer Trent Read said it was 
statistically impossible for a school's art 
students to produce above-average work 
year after year. That Oakhill had achieved this 
yet again was a tribute to its art teacher, Amy 
Nuttall. 
 

 
Little Oaks having fun in the sun, Paige Morze, Carter Stroebel and Luca Nigrini, Johan Strydom, Aidan Bright and Alessandro Ribeiro. 

 Matric Art Exhibition                 - Jo Thesen  

 
All art is autobiographical. The pearl 
is the oyster's autobiography. 
 

- Federico Fellini 

 SNAP!         
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 Interview                - Alex Patz 

 
Alex Patz interviews Daniel Orpen : 
 
Daniel I’m told you are going to be on TV 
soon. Can you please tell me what show 
you will be on? 
Roughing it Out. 
 
That’s interesting, well when will this 
show be on? 
24th of October at 4:30pm. 
 
What channel is it on? 
SABC 2. 
 
When was the filming done? 
For sixteen days over the last holiday. 
 
What is the show about? 

Adventure and experiencing nature. 
 
Is anybody else you know on this 
show? 
Nobody else I know. 
 
How were you selected? 
We had to go for auditions one day 
in May. There were 250 children 
between the age of 10 and 15 years 
old. 
 
How many people where chosen? 
I was one of eight on the show. 
 
Was there a fixed script? 
No. 
 
Is there a set? 
No. 
 
Where were you filming? 
All over the Western Cape. 
 
Anything else you want to add? 
It was fun! 

 

 

 
Daniel Orpen 
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After taking part in the Adventure Racing 
National Championships for Schools, 
Nicola Giliomee, Ben Giliomee and 
Brandon Willcocks made their way to 
Parys to take part in the Crater Cruise 
half marathon  MTB 56km race.  
 
The Adventure Race that they 
participated in just 2 days before was 
very tough and only 15 of the 35 teams 
managed to finish the race. With just one 
day of rest, Nicola, Ben and Brandon 
showed why they are regarded as some 
of the best upcoming mountain bikers in 
the country by achieving great results. 
 
Race Results : 
Nicola Giliomee – 3rd junior girl (Nicola 

 Crater Cruise Marathon              - Riaan van Straten 

finished the National Mountain Bike 
series in 7th place in her category.) 
Ben Giliomee – 12th junior boy (Ben 
finished the National Mountain bike 
series in 5th place in his category.) 
Brandon Wilcocks – 12th junior male 
(Brandon finished the National 
Mountain Bike series in 12th place in 
his category.) 
 
In the local 2011 SWD league, Nicola 
ended in 1st place in the Junior 
Womens’ category and Benjamin 2nd 
in the Youth Boys’ Category. 
 
Congratulations to the riders on 
these great achievements! 
 
 

 Adventure Racers at Eden Duo                 - Dave Pryke 

On the weekend of 29th and 30th October 
one of the biggest events on the adventure 
racing calendar - the Merrell Eden Duo 
Adventure Race - took place out of the 
Wilderness National Park.  This is an 
adventure race done over 40 km, or the big 
one 150 km - with a cut off time of 24 
hours.  Oakhill’s adventure racers once 
again stole the spotlight with record-
breaking results from a number of Oakhill 
students. 
 
Results from the 40km Eden Duo race: 
1st overall and 1st junior team – Ben 
Giliomee and Devin Kruger in a time of 2 
hours and 59 minutes 
3rd overall and 1st mixed team – Nicola 
Giliomee and Chris Nel in a time of 3 hours 
and 11 minutes 
11th overall and 2nd ladies team – 
Michaela Beers and Gabriella Orzechowski 
in a time of 4 hours and 47 minutes 
21st overall Josh Nel and Kevin Redman in 
a time of 4 hours 28 minutes 
23rd overall and the 3rd ladies team – Amy 
Williams and Olivia Gardy in a time of 4 
hours and 29 minutes  
  
Results from the 150km Eden Duo race: 
Brandon Willcocks and Nick Cuthbert 

became the youngest team  members 
to win the Eden Duo 150 km 
Adventure Race.  They won their 
category being the first males home 
and were the overall winners of the 
race, beating the Elite Men and 
winning prize money of R10 000.00. 
They were super awesome and led 
from the begining, they were 
uncatchable and unstoppable. 
 
Mikayla Oliver and Nina Orzechowski 
became the youngest females to win 
the female category of the Eden Duo 
150, and despite taking a wrong turn 
and doing an extra 2 hour cycle leg 
through some awful passes, managed 
to catch up and overtake the leading 
female team from the Eastern Cape to 
win the overall female category. 
  
What an amazing achievement for 
Oakhill, having both male and female 
senior categories won by junior 
athletes from Oakhill! 
  
Adventure Racing at Oakhill is alive 
and well, and in a fantastic space. 
Oakhill is busy moulding some of the 
country’s top athletes in this amazing 
discipline. 
 



 
  

 
College Inter-house Soccer 
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 A ‘beached whale’ in the sandpit                - Caroline Cross 

 

The whale has beached in the 
Oakhill Prep sandpit. 
 
Thank you to the strong men with 
muscles! 
 

 SNAP!         
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 SNAP!         

 

 

 

 
Last day of school for the 2011 Matrics with a final assembly and last ride around the circle. 
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 Radical Raptors       - Caroline Cross 

The Grade 2 classes visited Radical 
Raptors and thoroughly enjoyed their up 
close and personal experiences with a 
Cape Eagle Owl, Barney the Barn Owl 
and the amazing swift raptors, as in the 
Lanner Falcon. 
 

 

 

 
Caroline Cross, Barbara Ann Hayward and the Grade 2’s enjoy a beautiful day outdoors 

It is good to realize that if 
love and peace can prevail on 
earth, and if we can teach our 

children to honour nature's 
gifts, the joys and beauties of 

the outdoors will be here 
forever. 

 
- Jimmy Carter 

 Pick ‘n Pay Fun Run         - Petra Quinlan 

These are the 
brave students 
who got up at 
6.30am on 
Sunday 20th 
November to run 
the 5km Pick ‘n 
Pay Fun Run. 
Young marathon 
runners in the 
making? 
 
 

 

http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/j/jimmycarte121011.html
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Christmas traditions were shared when 
the McBurney family visited the Grade 
2 class, bringing with them a batch of 
gingerbread men and a gingerbread 
house in pieces. We were given the 
opportunity to bake and decorate our 
own gingerbread men and bake, build 
and decorate the gingerbread house. 
 
We had so much fun, but best of all 
was the eating! 
 
 
 

 Gingerbread Fun                     - Caroline Cross

  

 

 Christmas at Rondevlei                  - Vanessa Eyre 

Rondevlei Primary had every 
reason to celebrate on Friday 2nd 
December.  In the low-lying sandy 
soils of Rondevlei, stands a 3 
classroom primary school.  Here 72 
primary learners spend their school 
days and with the help of Oakhill 
and other caring community 
workers, this rural school is helped 
each year with books, food, 
furniture, clothes, playground 
equipment and many more needy 
items.   
 
The morning program included a 
warm introduction by the School’s 
Principal, Mrs Saayman; delicate 
voices harmonising and singing 

Christmas carols; younger learners 
swaying and moving to the words 
of Heidi and the Grade 7’s 
parading in their finest and 
bidding goodbye to their Primary 
School and teachers.  Christa 
Benson, a past pupil of Rondevlei 
Primary, and currently a Bursary 
Student at Oakhill, sat demurely in 
the front row recalling her special 
days at Rondevlei until her name 
was called out to accept a gift 
from Mrs Saayman – a gift in 
recognition of Christa’s 
determination and achievements 
of top awards at Oakhill’s recent 
College Celebration of Excellence.  
Gasps of pride were audible from 

parents and students as Christa’s 
achievements were appreciated and 
applauded. 
 
As the morning program came to a 
close, a booming Santa Claus, aka 
Santa Weyers, rustled out of the 
bushes – mumbling he was looking 
for the Rondevlei children.  With 
bent stick, hobbling gait and rosy 
cheeks, he greeted us all to shrieks of 
delight and clapping.  Each and every 
Rondevlei learner enjoyed a special 
moment on Santa Weyers lap whilst 
receiving their Angel Bag, a bag filled 
with needy items, a football and 
other treats - delight and surprise 
imprinted on every child’s face.   

 
A big thank you to all the Oakhill parents who kindly supported our Angel Tree Project and helped make the morning so special.  “Angels dare to live in the 

hearts who give”. 
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Oakhill’s PTA Committee celebrate the end of a successful year with much laughter 

 

 
Students and parents attend an Advanced Maths party with Peebee 

 

 
Little Oaks display a wonderful variety of performances with delightful costumes at their year-end concert – much excitement with waves and kisses to 

parents, songs and dance ending with awards and then straight to bed! 

 SNAP!                
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DIVIDABLE GRAND - UPCOMING GIGS: 
 

Sat 03 Dec Quay 4, Knysna  19:00 – 22:00 
Fri 09 Dec  Surf Cafe, Plett  21:00 – 23:00 
Sat 10 Dec Quay 4, Knysna  19:00 – 22:00 
Fri 16 Dec Woodmill Lane, Knysna 10:00 – 13:00 
Fri 16 Dec Tapas, Knysna  18:00 – 21:00   
Sat 17 Dec Hyatt Hotel Pub, George 18:00 – 22:00    

(3 x 45 min sets)     
Sun 18 Dec  Tapas, Knysna  13:00 – 16:00 
Mon 19 Dec Bush Lapa Music Festival, Herolds Bay 

   20:00 – 20:45  
Wed 21 Dec Hyatt Hotel Pub, George 18:00 – 22:00 
Thu 22 Dec Music Under The Stars, Woodmill Lane          

   (evening)          
Mon 26 Dec  Summer of Love Family Day Festival,  

Wilderness  16:00   
Wed 28 Dec Hyatt Hotel Pub, George 18:00 – 22:00 
Thu 29 Dec Cocomo, Wilderness  19:00 – 22:00  
Fri 30 Dec Tapas, Knysna  18:00 – 21:00 
 
Wed 04 Jan Tapas, Knysna  18:00 – 21:00             
Thu 05 Jan Hyatt Hotel Pub, George 18:00 – 22:00 
              

What’s happening 

 SNAP!                    – Petra Quinlan 

 

What a memorable evening with The Heads in the background, families gathering together to share in the joy of 
Oakhills musical talents. A heartfelt and sincere function where all ages attended, with babies in prams, toddlers 
playing on the lawn and parents sharing a glass of wine while listening to very entertaining music from the likes of 

Julia Lamprecht. A real togetherness of the Oakhill families and teachers! 
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Oakhill School 

Uitsig Street 

Heuwelkruin 

Knysna, 6571 

South Africa 

Phone: 

+27 44 382-6506 

Fax: 

+27 44 382-5753 

Oakhill Echoes E-mail: 

oakhillechoes@oakhillschool.co.za 

 SNAP! 

www.oakhillschool.co.za 

 
Christmas spirit from the admin team, Shobana, Lizanne, Barbie, Heather, Elna, Phillip and Catherine 

 

     
             

     
   

Travel safely and  
Happy Holidays!    

School reopens on  
17

th
 January 2012 

A friend is one of the nicest 
things you can have, and one of 

the best things you can be.   
 

- Douglas Pagels 

 

 

Thanks to all our contributors for photographs, 

news and snippets.      


